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According to Thurston, most topological ramified covering maps of the 2-

sphere  that have a finite postcritical set can be classified as follows: either they are 

combinatorially equivalent to an actual rational map or there is a topological 

obstruction (which is a certain collection of curves on the punctured sphere). I will 

explain the results obtained with M. Yampolsky about the dynamical system 

induced on the sphere decomposed along an obstruction. 
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